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Female Religious Leaders Take on Peace-Building


    NEW YORK (RNS) Prominent female religious leaders are organizing a
women's international peace-building coalition promoting peace and
reconciliation in areas of conflict.


    The Global Peace Initiative of Women, announced Thursday (Sept. 5)
at the United Nations in New York, will “claim a more active role in
peace-building” by women, according to a coalition announcement. The
initiative hopes to build a network of women involved in peace-building
efforts. In addition to religious leaders, the coalition will include
representatives from business and government.


    The coalition's first major meeting will be Oct. 7 at the United
Nations in Geneva, where more than 500 women are expected to formally
launch the initiative. The coalition wants to draw particular attention
to the effect trauma has on women and children, as well as the
world-wide problem of violence against women.


    “A strong coalition of women from religion, business and government
can make a difference,” said Dena Merriam, a coalition leader. “It is
the children who are suffering the most in the current conflicts. Women
must come together on their behalf and demand an end to the violence
that is taking too many young lives.”


    The coalition is being formed by a group of women religious leaders
from various faith traditions. Leaders are from Africa, Asia, Europe,
the Middle East and the United States. Among them are the Rev. Joan
Brown Campbell, former general secretary of the National Council of
Churches (NCC) and currently head of religious programs at the
Chautauqua Institution; well-known author and scientist Jane Goodall;
and Saleha Mahmood Abedin of Saudi Arabia, a Muslim scholar.


    The coalition is being organized in cooperation with the United
Nations and the United Nations' Development Fund for Women. The
initiative is an outcome of the Millennium World Peace Summit of
Religious and Spiritual Leaders, an ongoing program extending from a
meeting of religious leaders held in New York in the year 2000. Less
than 15 percent of the participants in that meeting were women. That
created the need, organizers said, for an initiative by women religious
leaders.
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