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Last week, it was the women's turn. For three days, more than 500 women from all around the world gathered in Geneva for the Global Peace Initiative of Women Religious and Spiritual Leaders. The conference was an outgrowth of the Millennium World Peace Summit of Religious and Spiritual Leaders, held at the United Nations two years ago, which attracted mainly male representatives of religious and spiritual groups. Elaine Braff, who holds a master's degree in art therapy and has conducted a private practice in the field in South Orange for 23 years, was one of the delegates in Geneva. Braff said she learned about the women's gathering in the spring and worked on fund-raising activities to subsidize the travel and hotel costs of women from disadvantaged parts of the world. Braff paid her own expenses for the trip, and expects to remain active in the peace effort. A member of Oheb Shalom synagogue in South Orange, Braff fell into the category of women in business and public life at the summit. Also in that category were American actresses Linda Evans, Linda Gray, Lindsay Wagner and Dee Wallace-Stone. Shirley MacLaine was honorary chairwoman of the conference, which also included a group of women in government. All regions of the world were represented, as well as the major faith traditions of Bahai, Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, indigenous religions, Islam, Jainism, Judaism, Shinto, Sikhism and Zoroastrianism. Asked before she left what she hoped to accomplish, Braff said, "I want to participate with the women involved and create an agenda we can take back to our respective communities. I want to learn more about women in different countries, and learn about the views of women around the world." She said she expected the meeting to result in concrete steps participants could implement to bring women's sense of justice and peace to world affairs. Bawa Jain of Morristown, who headed the effort in 2000 and continues to serve as secretary-general of that summit, also was instrumental in organizing this week's program. "Now is the time for women of the world to rise for the betterment of humanity, especially our children," Jain said from Geneva. He said the initiative was intended to bring together "women who are coming from a position of love and respect, to work together across religions, across nations, across economic differences. "Women give life," he said. According to the United Nations, Jain has "committed his life to finding ways that the worldwide religious and spiritual communities can work together as interfaith allies with the United Nations on specific peace, poverty and environmental initiatives." Also attending was Barbara Rosenbaum of Livingston, a professor at Fairleigh Dickinson University.
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