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OSLO, Norway (AP) - Amid a new escalation of violence between Israel and the Palestinians, women from both areas met Thursday to build a grass roots movement to end the fighting there. 

Organizers called the first meeting of the Women's Partnership for Peace in the Middle East a brainstorming session to find ways to end the cycle of violence in the region. 

Among the ideas discussed at the meeting in the capital, Oslo, were fomenting peace through joint business ventures operated by Israeli and Palestinian women, discussions of faith and sharing sorrow about the violence and its impact on families. 

"Women respond more deeply to the plight of the family and children," said Dena Merriam of the Global Peace Initiative of Women, which organized the meeting. The initiative is an offshoot of the U.N. Millennium Peace Summit of 2000. 

She also said women can be more flexible than men in their approach to problems. 

Female members of Israel's legislature and the Palestinian Administration joined business leaders and peace activists for discussions that are scheduled through Sunday. 

Merriam said they picked Oslo because it is a worldwide symbol of peace and home to the Nobel Peace Prize. The now-tattered Oslo Agreement peace accord between Israel and Palestinians was negotiated here after months of secret Norwegian-led talks in 1993. A "road map" for peace could be derailed by the new fighting in the area. 

The 60 delegates met at the Norwegian Nobel Institute, where Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli leaders Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres were selected for the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize. 

"I think in many peace processes it starts off as a hopeless task," said Noeleen Heyzer, executive director of UNIFEM, the U.N. fund for women. "Failure happens when you accept failure." 

Heyzer has experience from peace and reconciliation efforts led by women in Rwanda and the Congo. 

"The one thing we have learned through these processes is that women bring a very different set of issues to the peace table" she said. 

Merriam said peace in the Middle East can't just be a political decision, but must come from the ground up by building trust and reconciliation. 

"If we can touch 25 people now, 50 in a month, then 100, then it can spread," she said. She acknowledged that that it would take a long time. 

The Oslo talks, which are not expected to make binding decisions, are to be followed by a bigger meeting in Jerusalem in November. 
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