

Palestinian, Israeli women seek new peace track
By Inger Sethov (Reuters)
Oslo, June 12 - An unprecedented session of Middle East face-to-face talks opened in the Norwegian capital on Thursday -- an organised group of Palestinian and Israeli women seeking a greater role for women in achieving regional peace. 

With some attacking the U.S.-backed "road map" for its lack of women's leadership and perspectives, about 70 women from both sides of the bloody conflict said they aimed to build a parallel peace initiative. 

"No one had so far been able to stop the extremists on both sides. Maybe women can," Riva Beller, an Israeli businesswoman, told Reuters. "We need to stop blaming each other about the past and look ahead." 

Labiba Habash, heading the Palestinian delegation at the first meeting of the Women's Partnership for Peace in the Middle East, argued the road map would be "another worthless document" unless Israelis withdrew from Palestinian territory. 

The movement is holding its first talks in Oslo -- the home of the Nobel Peace Prize and the 1993 Oslo Middle East peace process -- due to be followed with a second round in Jerusalem in November and a third in Washington. 

The delegates aim to issue a joint peace statement at the end of the Oslo talks on Saturday. 

The road map initiative, which calls for an end to violence, a freeze on settlement building on land seized by Israel in 1967 and the creation of a Palestinian state by 2005, has been thrown into turmoil this week by an upsurge of Israeli-Palestinian bloodletting.
