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(Kinston, North Carolina-AP) -- The mayor of the small town of Kinston, North Carolina, says a plastics factory explosion there has left two people dead and 37 injured. 

Three people remain unaccounted for and the fear is that they're trapped in the burning ruins.

The first emergency crews to arrive on the scene say they rescued workers they found dangling from steel beams, many with third-degree burns. 

Workers who escaped the fireball and the choking smoke say they thought they were under terrorist attack. 

The cause of the thunderous blast at the West Pharmaceutical Services plant isn't known, but the factory was cited for numerous safety violations last fall. The plant makes syringe plungers and I-V supplies. 

(Capitol Hill-AP) -- Despite Congress' conditional approval last fall of the use of force against Iraq, some senior Senate Democrats want a second vote before President Bush sends in the troops. 

Senator Ted Kennedy and others want U-N weapons inspectors to be allowed to continue their work. 

Senator Robert Byrd wants another U-N Security Council vote before any attack. Senate Democratic Leader Tom Daschle says Bush hasn't made a convincing case for war. But he's not endorsing the call for another vote. 

Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi, the House Democratic leader and opponent of the push toward war, agrees. She says ``The president has all the authority he needs.'' 

(Washington-AP) -- Secretary of State Colin Powell says he'll use a public session at the U-N next week to show that Iraq does have forbidden weapons as well as links to al-Qaida. 

A senior U-S source says some of the information came from China, some from detained terror suspects. 

Powell tells Britain's I-T-N television that the Iraqi leader could avert war if he discloses his hidden weapons. 

Powell says after consultations next week, the administration will decide whether the next step should be a U-N resolution, ``or whether it is some other action that we might feel obliged to take.'' 

(Nashville, Tennessee-AP) -- A top Methodist bishop is appearing in an anti-war T-V commercial that he hopes will be noticed by a fellow Methodist -- President Bush. Bishop Melvin Talbert says ``no nation under God has the right'' to invade another country to replace its leader. 

(Washington-AP) -- More than a dozen female religious leaders will leave the U-S for Iraq tomorrow to link up with similar delegations from Europe, Australia and Africa. 

The group of Christians, Jews, Buddhists and Muslims says they have no love for Saddam Hussein, but they fear the cost to women and children if war comes. 

The Reverend Joan Brown Campbell chairs the new coalition, the Global Peace Initiative of Women Religious and Spiritual Leaders. 

Campbell says women have a different perspective on war because they're more likely to see the civilian suffering that results. The U-N says more than 70 percent of war casualties are civilians, usually women and children. 

Delegate Medea Benjamin says they're determined to stop the administration from going to war against Iraq. 

(Washington-AP) -- The lawmakers who oversee the Veterans Affairs health care system say it may be facing a two (b) billion dollar shortfall. The system already has trouble recruiting health care workers, and some veterans wait months for an appointment. 

(Capitol Hill-AP) -- Republican Senator Chuck Grassley says the first step in Medicare reform is prescription drug coverage for all seniors, not just those who opt for managed care. 

He says he'll fight President Bush's proposal to make the H-M-O enrollment a requirement. 

Bush wants to give Medicare beneficiaries prescription drug subsidies. He visited Michigan to promote the plan today, but he's not offering any details. 

Outside Bush's Grand Rapids speech, hundreds of protesters filled the streets, most demonstrating against an attack on Iraq. 

(Arlington, Virginia-AP) -- Cartoonist Bill Mauldin was no stranger to the kind of cold, steady rain that fell during his funeral today at Arlington National Cemetery. 

The Pulitzer-prize winning creator of the scruffy G-Is Willie and Joe often used rain to show what World War Two infantrymen endured. Mauldin's edgy cartoons lifted the spirits of U-S soldiers around the world. 

He died last week of complications from Alzheimer's disease. He was 81. 

After the graveside service, son David Mauldin thanked all the vets who recently wrote to his father. The campaign was meant to spark Mauldin's failing memory through letters filled with war stories and words of thanks. 

Mauldin received more than ten-thousand letters and parcels. 

(Huntsville, Texas-AP) -- It's a busy week on death row in Texas. 

A man convicted of killing two women at a massage clinic in 1990 has been put to death. 

Richard Dinkins is the second inmate to get a lethal injection this week. Another is scheduled to follow him to the death chamber tomorrow. 

Dinkins had written some bad checks to the clinic and contended he went there to work out the issue with the owner. He says the gun ``just went off'' during a struggle -- killing the woman. 

Prosecutors say it was the killing of the second woman that proved to them that Dinkins should go to death row. 

Dinkins says he's sorry for what happened. 

(Brussels, Belgium-AP) -- Oil leaking from a sunken cargo ship is washing up on the Belgian coastline, damaging wildlife and beaches. 

Firefighters and volunteers have been called in to remove oil and damaged birds from the shore near the ports of Ostend and Zeebrugge. 

More than a-thousand birds have been found dead or damaged by the oil in the past week, and many more probably died at sea. 

Crews have placed floating barriers around some nature reserves along the 40-mile Belgian coast, but there are fears stormy weather will push oil into a wildlife preserve on the Belgian-Dutch coastline. 

The Tricolor was carrying cars when it sank in the English Channel in December after a collision with another ship. 

(Johannesburg, South Africa-AP) -- The U-N says the arrival of hundreds of thousands of tons of food aid has averted famine in southern Africa. 

The World Food Program had estimated that more than 15 (m) million people in six nations were in danger of starvation because of poor harvests last year. 

But the U-N envoy says fast action by humanitarian workers and generous aid from donor countries has averted disaster. He says, ``that's something to celebrate.'' 

The W-F-P estimates that by March, it will have delivered nearly one-and-a-half (m) million tons of food aid in Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Malawi, Zambia, Swaziland and Mozambique. 

The agency still estimates a comparable amount of food will be needed over the next 12 months.

