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Bob Abernathy, Anchor:

In his State of the Union address this week, President Bush laid out his agenda for the nation here at home and overseas. He proposed new domestic policies and promised war unless Saddam Hussein disarms. Kim Lawton has our report on religious responses to what the President had to say.

Kim Lawton, Reporter:

The President referred to faith several times during a wide-ranging speech in which he advanced his case against Iraq. 

George W. Bush, President of the United States:

Once again, we are called to defend the safety of our people and the hopes of all mankind. The liberty we prize is not America’s gift to the world. It is God’s gift to humanity. [Applause]
Lawton:

As the President was speaking in Washington, members of eight religious traditions gathered in Boston’s historic Trinity Church to show interfaith opposition to war.

Unidentified Clergyman:

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God…

Lawton:

They urged the U.S. to use diplomacy and nonviolence to resolve the conflict. Similar themes dominated a prayer breakfast Wednesday morning sponsored by the Global Peace Initiative of Women Religious and Spiritual Leaders. Participants said that President Bush has failed to make a convincing case that force is the only way disarm Iraq.

Rev. Joan Brown Campbell, The Global Peace Initiative of Women:

We are told that time is running out, that patience is in short supply. We would ask the question, “Have we no time for peace to work its wonder? Have we no patience for prayers to be offered and heard?”

Lawton:

Two of the nation’s largest predominantly black denominations, the Church of God in Christ and the National Baptist Convention USA, also raised concerns about what they called the apparent rush to war.

But there was also religious support. The Christian Coalition and the Jewish group B’nai Brith were among those praising the President’s strong stand. 

On another issue, the global AIDS crisis, there was widespread religious approval for the President’s plan to vastly increase U.S. spending to fight the disease. Religious groups had mixed reactions to Bush’s plan to expand his faith-based initiative to drug treatment programs and mentoring for at-risk youth. Some leaders welcomed the plan, while advocates of a strict separation of church and state criticized it. 

Many religious groups offered special prayers for President Bush and the world. They’re calling for even more prayers over the coming days. 

I’m Kim Lawton, in Washington.
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