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POINT OF VIEW/ Masaru Todoroki and D,'lbrxl DmHo

Asia-Africa youth ties could spike up benefits

Presidents and prime minislers
from several Asfan and African coun-
tries recently took the world stage by
addressing the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in New Yorlk

But the next generation of leaders
from these two continents also had
their say, during the Fan-Asian Youth
Leadership Summit held Sept. 19-21 in
Hiroshima. )

‘Uhere, they crafted a game plan to
help cut poverly, promote business
development, encourage the em-
powerment of women, counter cn-
vironomental degradation, reduce
HIV-infection rates and prevent the
spread of the disease in their reglons,

Young leaders from 35 countries
gathered for the summil 1o map out
strategies to help their regions ac-
hieve the cight Millenninum Develop-
ment Goals agreed to by world leaders
in 2000, The goals call for a set of
{ime-bound and measurable goals to
combat poverty, hunger, disease, illit-
eracy, environmental degradation and
discrimination agaibst women.

The Hiroshima summit culminated

in the adoption of a declaration in -
which the delegates callad on the,

leaders of the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, Pacific Island

Forum States and South Asian Associ- -
ation for Regional Cooperation to -

receive and act on thelr recommen-
dalions.

They committed themselves to
doing everything they can to help
achieve the goals in Asia and the
Pacific and to establishing coalitions
with youth in other regions,

They have already started building’

bridges with young Africans, whose
Pan-African Youth LdeerShlp Sum-
mit trlBBLILd a serigs of regiomal
youth conferences organized by the
United Nations Development Pro-
gramme {UNDF), the United Nations
Millenpinm Campaign and the Global
Peace Initiative of Women in June in
Dakar, Senegal.

Young delegates came to Duakar

from virtually cvery country in Africa
and wete joined by an international
delegation of young people from
Furope, North America and Asia.

The deepest and most lasting con-
nections were made between (he
Asian and African delegates.

For example, a friendship forged
Letwern Frod Phird, a Zambian del-
ggate to the Dakar Summit, and Kwan
Chinachote, a participant from
Thailand, led to the creation of 2 new
Web site to appear in November, Tho
site will be @ news source for develop-
ment challenges and solutions, a
forum for young people to air their

Cviews and an impelus {0 encourage

youth o participate in development
and policy decision-making.

L'en voung Africans also traveled to
Hiroshima to participate in the gather-
ing of Asian youth

The IMiroshkima sommit kicked off
Asia-Pagific 2015, a campaign o bol-
ster efforts te achleve the goals in the
region. A Pan-Amcrican Youth Lead-
crship Sumnit is planned for Brazil in
early 2005,

Common cultural values

‘The new connections among Asian
and Alrican youth are extremely
timely, More than ever before, Asia is
cultivating stronger ties with African
nations. This makes good sense for

“both regions,

Although rich in natural resources,

Africa continues to grapple with the

devastaring consequcnces of HIV/
AMS, poverty and armed conflict and

" remairts largely unable to take advan-

tage of the benefits of globalization.
African countries, therefore, need the
expertise and increased investmoent
that Asia can offar. For their part,
Asian countries, with 60 perccnt of
the world's population and some of
the best performing developing econ-
otmies in the last 40 years, often lack
the minerals and other natural re-
sources that are so abundant in Africa.

Another factor is that the two

conilnents may have more comman
cultaral values than either shares with
Wostern nations.

China, Trndia and Japan have in-
itlated significant economic projects
in Africa, leading the way to what
could emerge as a major strategic
Alliance as Africa sceks to develop its
industrizal, trapspottalion, telecom-
musnications and high-tech sectors,

UNDT has advocuted this partner-
ship, organizing Asia-Africa business
sumamits to generale Lrade and ecom-
omic investment, Ensuring that a new
generation of cotreprenetirs—whose
vision goes beyond historical
relationships—is poised to take the
mantle is key.

The next generatmn which, thanks
to communications technologies, is
cquipped with a thuch broader global
perspective than previous gener-
ations, is readying itsetf to accept the
chatlenge. This message came
through loud and clear during the
Pan-Asian Youth Leadership Summit.

Among the participants in Hiroshi-
ma were Pham Thi Thanh Nhung,
who raises awareness about environ-
mental issues in Vietnam by organiz-
ing student clean-up campaigns, train-
ing courses, painting competitions
and comnmnity forums.

- Also there was Phonsalin Cheutch-
ing Thao, a staflf member of Health
Unlimited RHIYA {Reproductive
Health Initiative for Youth in Asia) in
Laos. Thao is getting yourg people in
her country ta talk about reproductive
heatth.

also on hand were Sachin Pilot,
India's youngest member of Parlia-
ment, and MNandiita Das, a movie star
from India who uses her acting talent
to deamatize the plight of women and
children.

As the young people who Ldme
together in Hiroshima seek to en-
hance their comncctions, there is
much their governments can do to
support them. Partnerships among
these young people are key to achicy-

Jing development goals.

To this end, we propose the cstab-
lishment of an Asia-Afriea Youth
Fund centerad on programs to bring
young Africans to Asia for truining
and o send young Agian professionals
to Africa for [eld work, The fund will
also create a moechanism  through
which young people in Asta and Africa
cap a55¢53 how their communitics are
doing and set up specitic partoership
projects betwean African and Asian
vouth. Also in the works are ex-
changes between Africam and Asian
artists and sports fgwres whoo are
mobilizing their commintties.

The govermments of Scncegal and
‘I'hatland were the tirst to support Lhis
effort 1o bring young people to the
forefront in the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals campaign.

Linking youth of 2 continants

1Thailand’s prime minister, Thaksin
Shinawatry, sent a letler af support to -
the African delogates gathered in
Dakar. After hosting the PPan-African
Youth Leadership Summit, President
Abdoulaye Wade dispatched his min-
ister of youth, Aliou Sow, a young
person himself, to the Hiroshima
summil. The governments of Equu-
torial Guinea and Moruceo have alsa
come forward to pledge their support..

We call upon the governments of
Asia and Tacific countrics to urgently
engage young people in this world-
wide campaign, and to strengihen the
burgeoning partnership with Africa
by finding new and crealive ways to
Iink together the youth of two conti-
nents, Tt is critical to all our fuiures.
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