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Envisioned Outcomes 

While many interreligious gatherings have taken place in recent years to talk about tolerance and 

respect for different faiths,  this gathering seeks to achieve something radically different.  Its goal is to bring 

together our various spiritual communities, to tap our collective spiritual wisdom, and to explore together the 

avenues for regeneration and transformation in response to the crisis of our time.  It is unique because it is the 

first time in our country that such an inter-spiritual reflection is being conceived and led by women. 

This 4-day reflection will seek in its own way to help foster a spiritual regeneration, realizing that this is 

a process that will require the efforts of many, many individuals across the country and take place over a 

period of time.   But through these efforts we aim to align ourselves with the highest positive forces so that we 

can take constructive steps toward transforming the various forms of violence – conflict, poverty, neglect, 

exclusion, and environmental degradation – that threaten our nation and world today.   

 It is likely that a spiritual vision will emerge with a statement of principles and priorities designed 

specifically for our nation at this moment in time, which can be widely distributed as an inspiration and guide. 

 This gathering may seem like a small step in shifting our thinking and behavior regarding the 

pressing issues of conflict, poverty and harm to our Earth– but we aim to create together a vast spiritual 

reservoir  from which new vision and inspiration  can emerge to guide people in communities across the 

country  and help bring us together as a nation.  

This Summit will take place under the guidance and direction of a select group of American women of 

spiritual vision and commitment.   The Global Peace Initiative of Women is a global network of women  and 

men who believe that  the feminine has a key role to play in healing division and conflict and bringing about 

the global transformation that will lead to a more sustainable and peaceful world community. 

Contact: 
Dena Merriam, Founder and Convener 
Marianne Marstrand, Executive Director 
marstrandm@gpiw.org  
The Global Peace Initiative of Women 
301 East 57th Street, 3rd Floor 
New York, New York 10022 
(212) 593-6438  

Email: info@gpiw.org  

 




