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Program Agenda 

 
“ We cannot stop. We cannot get discouraged when we look around us -- if we give up 
who will remain? … We must work in the spirit that one day those inciting violence in 
my country will be gone and keeping this in our heart we must have the courage not to 
stop working for peace. Many people here feel this. I am not alone. This is why I don’t 
give up.” 

-  Iraqi Delegate  
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An Iraq-US Summit 

Creating Our Common Future 

Beginning the Dialogue between Iraqi and American women 
March 26th – 28th, 2006  
New York City   

 

“All the resolutions in the world won't make peace until, like these brave women, we 
reach out to this generation so that the next generation is made safe, not by force but 
by faith in the essential humanity of all humanity…This kind of peacemaking takes real 
courage. No wonder the ancients taught us to pray for it so long, so hard, so often.” 

- Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB 

Sunday, March 26, 2006 – Pre-Summit Meeting  

12:00 – 1:30PM Roundtable discussion among Iraqi Delegation and Global Peace Initiative of 
Women – Setting the Summit Goals 

 100 UN Plaza (48th Street and 1st Avenue), Ground Floor Ballroom  
 Lunch will be served. 
 
2:00 – 4:30PM  Impact of Conflict on Iraqi Children  
 

Moderator: Mr. Olara Otunnu, President, LBL Foundation for Children & Former UN 
Under-Secretary General and Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict 
 

 
6:00PM  Welcome Dinner For US and Iraqi Delegation  
   Hosted by The Global Peace Initiative of Women  
 100 UN Plaza (48th and 1st Avenue), Ground Floor Ballroom  
  
 

Monday, March 27, 2006 - Millennium UN Plaza Hotel (44th Street and 1st Avenue), 2nd Fl. 

8:30 AM  Registration (Coffee and Muffins) 
 
9:00 AM – 9:30 AM  WELCOME and Setting of Summit Goals  
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   Welcome by: 
 Ms. Dena Merriam, Convener, The Global Peace Initiative of Women  
 Ms. Maryam Zarif, Reading from Rumi 
 Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell, Chair, The Global Peace Initiative of Women and 

Director of Department of Religion, Chautauqua Institution 
Chair, Morning Session  

 
Opening Remarks:  
 H.E. Samir Shakir M. Sumaida'ie, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Iraq to 

the United Nations 
 
9:30 AM – 12:30 PM OPENING PLENARY Part I - Stories from the Ground:  

Reports from Iraqi women on what the Iraqi people have experienced since the conflict 
began, in the context of the challenges faced over the past several decades.  

 
This opening session will help set the context for the dialogue and introduce the themes.   In 
the first half of this plenary, Iraqi women will provide accounts of what their communities have 
experienced, representing many perspectives, ethnic backgrounds and regions within Iraq.  
Some of the issues to be covered will include the impact of the conflict on the security of 
family and children, efforts and challenges to building national unity, updates on infrastructure 
and rebuilding, perceptions of the Iraqi people regarding the American presence, impact of 
the conflict on the environment and the newly emerging religious divisions.  

Moderator: Ms. Elizabeth Vargas, Co-Anchor, ABC World News Tonight  & 20/20 

Remarks by Iraqi Delegation: 
Challenges to building National Unity - Perceptions of the American Presence  
Emerging Religious Divisions 
Impact of Conflict on Families and Children 
Obstacles to Rebuilding  
 
Open discussion between Iraqi and American Women  

 
12:30 PM  Closing Remarks: 

 Sister Joan Chittister, OSB, Co-Chair, The Global Peace Initiative of Women 
 Mr. Olara Otunnu, President of LBL Foundation for Children & Former UN Under-

Secretary General and Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict 
 Ms. Charlotte Ponticelli, Senior Coordinator, International Women’s Issues, the US 

Department of State - “Generating Economic Support/Partnerships for Iraqi Women”  
 

1:00 – 2:30 PM  Lunch – The Council Room 7th Floor 
    
   Remarks by:  

 Ms. Diana Taylor, Superintendent of Banks for the State of New York  - “Thoughts and 
Insights on the Global Role of Women in Finance”  

 Ms. Wendy R. Acho, Collaborator, American Middle East Economic Affairs Committee 
(AMEAC) Women's Business Committee, US Arab Economic Forum 

 
2:30 – 5:00 PM  PLENARY II: The Role of Women in Post-Saddam Hussein Iraq  

Achievements and Challenges 
 

Moderator: Sister Joan Chittister, OSB, Co-chair, The Global Peace Initiative of Women 
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Iraqi women leaders will detail the situation facing women regarding legal and political 
rights, access to education and healthcare, their freedom of movement, etc.?  What are 
likely scenarios regarding religion/state relations and its impact on women? 

 
 Iraqi women have enjoyed relative freedom to advance professionally during the past few 

decades.  This is now suddenly being threatened as questions arise over the role of religion 
in the political arena.  How can the international community support Iraqi women in their 
quest for equal status and opportunity?  What are the challenges and how are such 
challenges to be met within a democratic framework?  A question and answer session will 
follow.  

 
              Remarks by Iraqi delegation 
 
4:00 – 5:00 PM  Closing Remarks by: 

 Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell  
 
5:00 PM  Depart for St. Bartholomew’s Church  
 
5:30 – 7:00 PM   Interfaith Service & Reception 

In Celebration of the Unity of All Peoples   
Location – St. Bartholomew’s Church – 51st Street and Park Avenue 
Reception open to the New York community  

 
7:00 PM   Dinner for US and Iraqi Delegation – The Grand Hall, St. Bartholomew’s Church 

Classical Khatak Dance from North India by Ms. Prachi Dalal and Ms. Mai Nemoto, 
ArtsAhimsa  

 
   Benediction and Welcome by Rev. Dean Parks Morton and Prof. Amir Al Islam 
 
   

Tuesday, March 28, 2006 - Millennium UN Plaza Hotel (44th Street and 1st Avenue), 2nd Fl. 

8:30 AM Coffee and Muffins 
 
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM Welcome by: 
 Sister Joan Chittister,  Chair, Morning Session 
 

Opening Remarks:   
 Ms. Carol Bellamy, President, World Learning University & Former Executive Director, 

UNICEF  
 

PLENARY III - Fostering People-to-People Dialogue:  
Changing Attitudes and Misperceptions 

    
Moderator:  Ms. Kate Snow, Co-anchor, ABC News Good Morning America Weekend 
Edition  
 
This session will explore the challenges to US-Iraq relations and how civil society initiatives 
can repair some of the ill will created as a result of the events following the invasion.  It will 
also explore the role of the international community in healing some of the damage caused 
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by the conflict.  It will look at vehicles available to help civil society groups engage with one 
another.  
 
Remarks by Iraqi delegation  

 
   Open Discussion between Iraqi and American Delegates  

 
    
    
1:00 – 2:30 PM  Lunch  
     
2:30 – 4:30 PM  PLENARY IV - Shaping the Commitment: 

Balancing the responsibilities of the international community with the needs of the 
Iraqi People 

 
Moderator: Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell  
 
This session will explore steps for moving forward in building a secure and healthy Iraqi 
nation. What can American women do to support the peacebuilding efforts of Iraqi women?  
How can Iraqi women better communicate the state of affairs and their needs to the 
American public?  How can we build a partnership? 
 
This session will open with remarks from the young Iraqi delegates on their visions for the 
future.  Then one Iraqi and one American woman will begin the dialogue, which will then be 
opened to the full assembly 

 
4:30 Coffee Break 
 
5:00 – 6:30 PM  CLOSING SESSION – How To Move Forward  
 
 Moderators: Ms. Dena Merriam  
 

Presentation of recommendations for expanding the dialogue among the people of Iraq, the 
US and the international community to strengthen the bonds and to build understanding and 
partnership.  
 
Closing Remarks:  
 Ms. Jane Arraf, Edward R. Murrow Press Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations  & Former 

CNN Baghdad Bureau Chief and Senior Baghdad Correspondent 
 
Closing Thoughts  & Readings  
 Venerable Chang Ji, Dharma Drum, Taiwan 
 Ms. Laila Atshan, Palestine 
 Ms. Mary Lamar, USA 
 Ms. Maryam Zarif, Iran 
 

 
 
 
 
 

__________________ 
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Special Thanks 
 
We pay special tribute to the Iraqi women for their courage and determination in making the long journey to the United States to 
meet with American women. We express out support to those who could not make the journey and our commitment to work with 
them in the future to help further their efforts to bring peace and stability to their country.  

We thank the following individuals and organizations for their generous financial support without which this summit would 
not have been possible:   
 
Sylvia & Ed Agostini ◦ AMEAC Women’s Business Council ◦ Chautauqua Institution ◦ Mary Faeth Chenery ◦ Paige 
Churchman ◦ Counterpart International ◦ The Davidowitz Foundation ◦ The Fellowship of Reconciliation ◦ House of Peace 
◦ Mary Lamar ◦ New Visions Foundation ◦ Ruder Finn Group ◦ Sandra Kraus Plowman ◦ Barbra Streisand ◦ Jane Stirniman 
◦ Lindsay Wagner ◦ Jeanne Wiebenga ◦  
 
 
We also thank:  
Rev. Patricia Ackerman ◦ Tina M. Blythe ◦ Rebecca Brackman ◦ Carolyn J. Britt ◦ Sister Ellen Dauwer ◦ Robin C. Earle ◦ 
Jeanne Gallo ◦ Garrison Institute ◦ Marla Gitterman ◦ Jane E. Gutloff ◦ Rosemary Lane ◦ Claudia Lefko ◦ Berkeley 
McKeever ◦ Kate Meth ◦ Ingrid J. Miles ◦ Janet Mullen ◦ Susan T. Nicholson ◦ Ellen Ratner ◦ Luisa Saffioti ◦ Paul G. Saint-
Amand ◦ Carrie Schuchardt ◦ Berit Stanton ◦ Roswitha Trayes ◦ Verna Rapp Uthman ◦ Rev. Velma Union ◦ Voices for 
Creative Non-Violence ◦ Zonta International ◦  
 
We are also grateful for the partnership and support of those organizations and individuals who worked to make this 
Summit a success: ◦ Maureen Rovegno and Chautauqua Institution ◦ September 11th Families for Peaceful Tomorrows ◦ 
Sister Maureen Tobin and the Benedictine Sisters of Erie ◦ Simone Campbell and NETWORK Catholic Social Justice 
Lobby ◦ Mary Trotochaud and American Friends Service Committee On Iraq Policy ◦ St Bartholomew’s Church ◦ 
ArtsAhimsa ◦ 
 
We give special thanks to H.E. Ambassador Samir Shakir M. Sumaida’ie for helping to compose the Iraqi delegation.    
We are grateful to the Department of State, the Department of Homeland Security, and the United States Embassy in 
Amman for facilitating the difficult visa process for the Iraqi delegates; particular note of thanks goes to Consul Daniel 
Goodspeed, Ambassador Steven Steiner, Ben Sayagh, Ambassador Karen Hughes, Della Cavey, Sahar Khoury-
Kincannon, Charlotte Ponticelli, Deborah Emmert, George Lynn, Lama Ghannam and Kareema Daoud.  
 
Thank you to Eileen Fisher and David Finn for providing beautiful gifts for the Iraqi women delegates.  
 
Special acknowledgement should be made to the Global Peace Initiative of Women leadership; Joan Brown Campbell, 
Rev. Dr., Chair, Dena Merriam, Convener, Joan Chittister, OSB, Co-Chair, Saleha Abedin, Co-Chair, Blu Greenberg, Co-
Chair, and to our Board Member Laila Atshan as well as the staff including; Marianne Marstrand, Brianne Chai-Onn, 
Janelle Surpris, Katerina Sokolova, and our volunteers Emily Owen, Katrina Marstrand, Marie Rasmussen, Esther 
Davidowitz, and Shruti Ganguly. We owe special thanks to Shelly Vionnet, our Coordinator for Geneva and our Steering 
Committee Member Catherine Nickebarte.  
 
We express special appreciation to Global Issues Communications of Ruder Finn, in particular Anne Glauber, Executive 
Vice-President, Diane Slaine-Siegel, Vice-President, and Jihane Ayed for ensuring that the message of the conference 
was shared with the world. 
 

 
Participating Organizations 

 
ABC News 
ABC News: World News Tonight 
Adrian Dominican Sisters  
Aga Home 
AMEAC Women's Business 
Council/US-Arab Economic Forum 
America Friends Service     
  Committee 

Benedictine Sisters of Erie 
Business Peace Council  
CARITAS INTERNATIONALIS 
Chautauqua Institution 
Council on Foreign Relations 
Dharma Drum Mountain 
Dominican Leadership Conference 
Episcopal-Muslim Relations  

   Commission 
The Christian Science Monitor 
Fellowship of Reconciliation 
Friends Committee on National     
   Legislation  
Graduate School of Religion &  
   Religious Education, Fordham    
   University 
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Garrison Institute  
House of Peace 
International Public Policy Institute 
Interfaith Center of New York  
Iraqi Children's Art Exchange  
   Project 
Iraqi Women's Democracy  
   Initiative  
Iranian Mission to the United  
   Nations 
Kennesaw State University   
KYSO Communications & Design 
LBL Foundation for Children 
Learning Center for Human  
   Development 
Luminare Wellness and     
   Expressive Arts Center   
Masjid Warithud Deen 

NETWORK: A Catholic Social  
   Justice Lobby 
New York State Banking  
   Commission 
Michael Baker Corporation 
One Light International - The  
   Lord's Church 
Program on Forced Migration and  
   Health, Mailman School of Public  
   Health, Columbia University 
Religious Orders Partnership 
Ruder Finn Group 
September 11th Families for  
   Peaceful Tomorrows 
Shumei International  
Sun Microsystems 
Talk Radio News Service 
Temple of Understanding  

United Church of Christ 
United for Peace and Justice 
UN New York Office of Sports for  
   Development and Peace 
Unitarian Church of All Souls 
U.S. Department of State 
Washington National Cathedral 
Wilkes University, Board of  
   Trustees 
Women's eNews 
Women's International Forum 
Women Without Borders 
World Conference of Religions for  
   Peace 
World Council of Muslims for  
   Interfaith Relations 
World Learning Center 
Zonta International

 


