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DAMASCUS, (5ANA) —
Vice-President for Cultural
Affairs Najah al-Attar met
yesterday with a delegation
represonting religious fig-
urcs and peace-advocatcs
in the United States on
bosting  dialogue among
religions and cultures 1o
gerve all nations and the
fulure of hutnanity.

Attar gaid that gyrja is @
countty of religious and
cultural co-existence and
commot respect among alf
religions,

"..J'ria is always open tu
the diaipguc which ix based
on fustice and tmih,” she
added.

The Viee-President
refetred to the role which
intellectnals and clergyinen
can play to enhance the lan-
gupge of dislogue and to
solve contliets and clashes
through  unifying  their
efforts to atlain peace.

. Members of the dalega-
tion who represent
women's world initiative
tor peace said that their
visit embodies the mesgage
of peacc and gims to
enhance diglogue and com-
municalivn  with  Syrian
officials and C]Eﬂ; men.

They expresse Kﬂpﬂ that
their visit will form a turn-
Ing point in the progess of
world  peace - through

achieving pcace
religions.

The delegation  voiced
rejection to the U$-admin-
slration  foreign  policy
echcially the war in Irag,

The Grand Mufli Ahmad
Bader Bddin Hassoun dis-
cussed  yesterduy with a
delegalion repiresenting
American religious figures
the congept of pesce as
seen in difforent religions.

Hussoun rejlerated that
all people are partners jn
achieving peace.

“Islamn prohibits al! kinds
of  torrorism™,  Hassoun
waid, adding that Syria is a
country of national unity.

The CGrand Mufti said thar
American peoplz do no
know the truth  about
what's goitg on in the
region becausc the Western
mass media is keen on con-
vealing the truth, ‘

Members of the delega-
tion cxpressed their satis.
fuction “over the develop-
ment and co-cxistence in
Syria, assorting that they
will ¢onvey the truth to the
American people.

The world needs justice
amd respecting the ‘others

among

Lxpatriates Minister
Buthaina Sha'aban  said

during a meeting with a
delegation representing the
American clergymen.

She stresscd that Tsrucl's
incessant  attacks  againat
the Palesiinian people and
its attempts to oblijeratc
people’s identity as well as
Its 1gnorance of the rights
adopted by the internation-
al legitirnacy are behind the
1'e§'fnn's problems.

ha'aban referred to co-
cxistence in Syria, noting
clergymen’s key role in
disseminating values and
justice and explaining the
real image of the Middle
East causes beforc the
American peaple,

The Minister confirmed
that Syria calls for enhanc-
ing human principles and

holding  consiructive dia-
logue.

he delegation expressed
pleasure over the  Syrian
people's tolerance, refer-
ring to the lagt that the US
olicy towards the region

acks credibility and does
not serve the US people.
Meanwhile, in a meeting
with the US clergy delega-
tion, Information Minisier
Mohsen Bilal underlined
the necessity to differenti-
atc batween lerrorism and
resistance aguinst occupa-
fion, ‘I'his can be C
through o specific defini-
tion  of terroristm,  the
Minister added, Dr. Bilal

done .

rellerated that Syria con-
demns all forms of terror-
ism and rejects that Islam
be linked with terrorism,
This is in view of the fact
that lerrorism, as a phe-
nomenon, pays no heed to
any raligion, race or nation-
ality.

Dr. Bilal zaid thar Syria
has been calling on the
United Nations sinee 1985
to define the concept of ter-
toristn,  The Information
Minister confirmed | that

Israel practices state terror-

ism on daily basis against
the Palestinian people.




